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PHILOS. OPHICA L 



TRANSACTIONS, 



I. Natural Hijory and Defcription of the Tyger-caf of the 
Cape of Good Hope* By John Reinhold Foi-fier* LL.Dè 
F, R. and A. 8. 



Read November 9. 1780. 

FEW tribes of «quadrupeds hâve in Africa more reprefenta- 
tives of their différent fpeeies than that ôf the Cat. The 
genus of Antelopes may perhaps be excepted, fince, to my 
knowledge, about twenty différent Gha%els and Antelopes are to 
be met with in Africa ; but no more than about eight or nine 
of the Cat tribe hâve hitherto been difeovered on that continent. 
However, I know about twenty-one différent fpeeies of this 
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greatclafs; and, I fuppofe, thefe by no means exhauft this 
ny mérous tribe. 

The greater and more numerous the différent gênera of ani- 
mais are, the more diffîcult it muft be to the natural hiftorian 
properly to arrange the whole of fuch an extenfive divifion of 
animais, efpecially if they are not equally well known. To 
form new gênera, in order to difpofe and arrange them under, 
is a remedy which increafes the evil, inftead of curingit. The 
befl method, therefore, which can be deVifed, is to make great 
divifions in each genus, comprehénding thofe fpecies which, on 
account of fome common relation or characler, hâve a greater 
affinity to one another. The genus of Cat, to which the ani- 
mal belongs we are going to ïpeak of more at large, offers three 
very eafy and natural fub- divifions. The Jirjl comprehends ani- 
mais related to the Cat-tribe, with long hair or mânes on their 
necks ; fecondly, fuch as hâve remarkable long tails without any 
marks of a mane on their necks ; lafly, fuch as hâve a brufh 
of hair on the tips of their ears, and fhorter tails than the fé- 
cond fub-divifion. The firft might be called in Latin Fêles 
jubatte ; the fécond fub-divifion fhould be named Mlures % and 
the third and laft, Lynces. To the firft fub-divifion the Lion 
and the huniing Léopard or Indian Cbittah, belong, The fé- 
cond fub-divifion confifts of the Tyger, the Panther, the Léo- 
pard, the Ounce, the Puma, the Jaguar-ete, the Jaguara, the 
Ocelot, the Gingy of Congo, the Marakaya, ' the Tyger-cat of 
the Cape or the 'Nfufli of Congo, the Tibet an Tyger-cat which I 
faw at Peterfburg, the common Bujh-cat of the Cape ; and, 
laftly, the wild Cat, and its do-meftic varieties. To the third 
divifion belong the Lynx, the Caracal, the Serval, the Bay 
.Lynx, and the Ghaus of Profeffor GirtDENSTEDT, 
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the Tyger-cat of the Cape of Gôôd Hope. j 

Sïnce it is quite foreigù to my purpôfe tô fpeak of thofe fpe- 
cîes which are known already to the haturaîift, I confine myfelf 
to that fpecîes onîy which hithertô lias beeii imperfeeUy kriowii 
to naturalifts. 

The firft- notice we had of the Cape Cat is, in riiy opinion, 
to be met with in ï. abat 's Relation Hjjlorique de ? Ethiopie 
occidentale ', tom. I. p. 177. takert as is fuppofed from Father 
gArAzzî. labat mentions there the , NfîtJJi, a kifld of wild 
Cat of the fize of a Dog, with a coat as much ftrip'ed and varied 
as that of a Tyger. Its appearance befpeaks cruelty, and ïts eyes 
fiercenefs ; but it is cowardly, and gets its prey only by ciinhing 
and iirfîdious arts. Ail thefe characters are perfecîly applicable 
to the Cape Cat, and it feems the animal is foùnd in ail parts of 
Africa, from' Congo td the Cape of Good Hope, in an extent of 
country of about efeven degrees of latitude. ko£bë, iirhis Pjefent 
State of the Cape Good Hope, vol. II. p. 127. (of the Engliili 
édition) fpeaks of a fyger Bup-cat, which he defcribes as the' 
lârgeft of ail the wild Cats of the Cape-countries, and is fpot- 
ted fomething lîke a Tyger. A fkin of this animai was fëen by 
Mr. pennAnt in a furrier's ïhop in Loildon, who thought it 
came from the Cape of Good Hope î from this ikin Mr. pen- 
NANT gave the firft. defcription which could be of any utility 
to a natural hiftorian *« Ail the other authors mention this 
animal in a vague mânner. When I and my fon touched the 
fécond time at.the Cape of Good Hope in the year 1775, afi 
animal of this fpecîes ivas offered me to purehafe ; but I refufed 
buying it becaufe it had a broken leg, which made me apprehen- 
five of lofing it by death during the pafïage from the Cape tô 
3U>ndon. Itwas very gentle and tame. It was brought in a 

* pennant's Synopfis of Quadrtvpeds, p. rSi. firft edit,- 
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bafket to my apartment, where I kept it above four and twenty 
bours, which gave me the opportunity of defcribing it, and of 
obferving its manners and œconomy ; as it did to my fon thàt 
of making a very accurate drawing of it. 

After a moft minute examination, I found its manners and 
œconomy perfe&ly analogous to thoft of our domeftic Cats. It 
ate frefh raw méat, and was very much attached to its feeders 
and benefactors : tbongb it had broke the fore-leg by accident, 
it neverthelefs was very eafy. After it had been feveral times 
fed by me, it foon followed me like a tame favourite Cat. It 
liked to be ftroked and careflèd; it fubbed its head and back 
always againft the perfon's cloaths who fed it, and defired to be 
made much of. It purred as our domeftic Cats do when they 
are pleafêd. It had been taken when quite young in the woods, 
and was not above eight or nine months old ; I can, however, 
pofitively aver, having feen many Ikins of full-grown Tyger- 
cats*, that it had already very nearly, if not quite, attained its 
full growth. I was told, that the Tyger-cats live in moun- 
tainous and woody trads, and that in their wild ftate they are 
very great deftroyers of Hares, Rabbits, Yerbuas, young An- 
telopes, Lambkins, and of ail the feathered tribe. 

DESCRÏPTIO FELIS CAPENSIS. 

Felis cauda fub-elongata, annulata; corpore fulvo, fupra ma- 
culis virgatis infra orbicularibus, auriculis nigris, macula 
lunata alba. 

* Thefe fldns, with feveral othcrs of rare and non-defcript animais, I bought 
at a very confiderable expence, and depofited in the Britifh Mufeum, that valuable 
national repofitory of artificial and natural curiofities. 



the Tyger-cat of the Cape of Good Hope. <* 

? NfuJJî. labat Ethiopie, occident, tom. I. p. 177. 
Tyger Bofch-katten. kolbe Cape of Good Hope, vol. IL 

p. 127. (Engl. edit.) 
Cape-cat. pennant Syn. Quadrup. p. 1 8 r . (iftedit.) 
Corpus magnitudine F élis Cati Jyheflris vel paulo majus. In 
génère fupra colore pallide fulvo, fubtus e cinereo albo, ma- 
culis atris. 
fPili apice pallide fulvi, bafi albi.) 

Caput Roftro magis acuto, quam F. Cati, albo ; in labio fupe- 
riore prope angulum rictus macula orbiculata, nigra. Nares 
nudae, atrae. Myjîaces plurium ordinum in labio fuperiore et 
fupra oculos validae, albae et fulvae. Oculi figura fere trian- 
guli fphaerici, latere anteriore perpendiculari ; Irides flavae. 
Pupilla orbieuiaris, diurna (nec ut in F. Cato perpendiculari 
rima lemnifeata). Lingua retrofum aculeata. Dentés acuti 
ut in cogeneribus. 

Linea albida utrinque nafô parallela, ad interiora oculorum 
latera. Linea nigra paullulum convergens a cantho ante- 
riore oculorum defeendit in nafum ; alite duœ nigra fupra 
oculos infra convergentes, inque frontem afeendentes ; 
praeterea in capite punSla et ïtneola nigra plures fparfae. 
Auriculœ amplas, longitudine fere capitis, ovatae, fubereâae^ 
intus villofe, ochroleucae; extus nigrae, macula lunata,, 
tranfverfa alba. Margo exterior facculo memoranacec* 
nudo, lobato. 
Corpus ovatum, elegans. Linea atra longitudinales quatuor in 
cervice inter aurium bafes orfae, in DorJ'o interrupta? j Supe- 
riora laterum obtinent maculas oblongse, lineares, obliquas.. 
Jnferiora laterum maculis rotundis fparfis. Abdomen e cinereo- 
aîbum, maculis rotundis parvis, fparfis, nigris. 

JPedes 



6 Dr. forster's Bijîory and "Defcription, Sec. 

Pedes omnes fuperne fubfafciati, extremitatibus pun&is numéro» 

fis, nigris confperfi, Bigiti quinque feiini. Ungues modici, 

retraétiles, nigri. 
Cauda attingit bafin tarfi, anuulîs circîter o£lo vel decem nîgris 

cincta. 

M E N S 17 R M 

Ab apîce foftrl ad bafin caudas - ï 8 unci;5e ped, Angl. 

Cauda * - S 

Caput longum . •» *• 4 

Âuriculae margïne extérieure - 3 

Pedes anteriores a cubito * « 7 

Pedes poftici (tarfi feilicet) » 4| 
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